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Lesotho-Dublin Staff 2015 7 2016
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Enhancing Political and Diplomatic Relations with Ireland

_

Top: The Ambassador of tikengdom of
Lesotho andhis spouse paid a visitthe Aras
an Uachtarairith other Heads of Diplomatid
Mi ssions in Dublin
Greetings to the President of the Republic
Ireland His Excellency Dr MichaelHliggins
and his wife Sabina Higgins in January 20
Also present was the Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Trade of Ireland Mr. Charlie
Flanagan TD.

Right: In his capacity as Dean, on behalf ¢
the Diplomatic Corp thePapal NundibE.
Archbishop Dr Chrles Brown delivered a
message of good will to the President and
people of Ireland, especially in 2016 as th
year of Centenary of the Irish Rising.

Above Right

The Tanaiste (Deputy Prime MinistdrirelandMinisterMs.Joan Barton TD visited the
Lesothostand and the Africa Day Flagshipdhat at Farmleigin Dublinin May 2015. The
Téaraiste who has visited Lesotho beforeMsraber of RBrliament, was presenteith a Lesotho
Picture Bok by the Ambassadarappreciation of her support for Africa and Lesotho
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The 2015 Annual Famine Commemoration ceremgpmvas held in Newry in County Down, hos
by the local District Council, aofficiated byMrs. Heather Humphreys T.D., Minister forArts,
Heritage and the Gaeltachihis solemn occasion, memory of all thosgeoplewho suffered or
perishedduring theGreat Irish Faminef the nineteenth century, was also attended by the C
First Minister of Northern Irelaridr. Martin McGuinness. The Ambassador of Lesotlamd other
Heads of Mission accredited to Dublin were invited to lay wreaths on behaliafithusipeople:
and governments.

The Irish Forum for ~
Global Health hosted the '

2015Irish Aid Professor S
Michael Kelly Lecture o) ===
HIV and AIDS at the
Royal College of Sur|
Ireland in  Dublinin
December 2015.

Theguest lecturersere

Sr. Dr Miriam Duggan : ., =
an Irish Missionary base The Director General of Irish

in Kenya & Professor f\id_l_Mr.dMiﬁhael Gaffey_ (right
Sheila D. Tlou from facilitated the presentations a

Botswana. (Right) discussions.




2015 Africa Day Lecture at Trinity College Dublin
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The 2015 Africa Day Lectureorganised by the Trinity International Development Initiative (T'
at Trinity Cdkge Dublin, in collaboration with African Embassies in Dublin, took place on I
The theme for the 2015 Seminar@vdsn s pi r i ng Change: EGTheopeaimg
addressvas delivered by Mieydi FosteBreslin, CEO oMisean €a& Irish Human Rights and Eqt
Commissigraard the panellist in the photograph below are:
I Ms. Minna Salami, Member of Duke University's Corporate Educator Network & The Guardian
Africa Network & founder of awaminningblogMs Afropolitan
I Ms Liian O. Ajayi, Executive Director/FounderGlbbal Connections for Women Foundation (GC4W)
and Ambassador &oodwill to the State of Arkbig#gs
I Dr Faiza Mohamed, Director Bfuality NoendtheS ol i dar i ty for Af,ri can Woi
T TheR nel Facilitator was Dr Mi chell e DO6ATr c:




The 2015 Africa Daynnual cebrations funded by Irish Ai
were held at the Farmleigh grounds on Phoenix Pe
Dublin. Marked by family fanfare of African music, ga
food and cultural activitiethe events were attended by
estimated crowd of more than 30,000 people. Amon
special guests was ffé@naist®ls. Joan Burton who visite
several stands including that of the Lesotho Embassy (|

Left: Portmarnock Community School pupils
and their Principalis. Eithne Deenethe
Ambassadaand Mr Niall Fitzgerald,
Chairperson of Action Ireland Trust
representeddsotho at the Africa Day
extravaganza in Farmleigh.

Right: The Portmarnock Community School r
their #MapLesothocstand and Messrs Nicsls
Fitzgerald and Fran Whelan with the Lesc(s

Ambassador were there in support. ‘a

Below: The Basotho diaspora and the Lesotha
Embassy were also representing the country
pride at the Africa Day Flagship event.




Maintaining Political and Diplomatic Relations with Sweden

B B Sweden
I B Sverige
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Below: H.E. AmbassaddP. Phamotse met and 1. |
greeted the Prime Minister of Sweden H.E. Mr. | =55
Stefan Lofvein May 2016. The Ambassador was™

in Stockholm on the invitation of the government
with other norresident Heads of Mission
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Thevisithg Ambassadors to Stockholm and
Uppsala engaged with Swedish public officials
academics and the business communities on
matters of mutual interest in over two days.




Maintaining Diplomatic Relations links with Finland

Finland continues to become one of thaifgignt
diplomatt partnersfor Lesotho with potential for
political, trade and development liffles.foster good
diplomatic relations between the two countries, t
+ %Y Ambassador for Lesotho to Finlaadd his spouse
attended the diplomatisinerhosted byH.E. President
Sauli Niinistéin Helsinki in June 2015.

.~ The Honorary Consul of Lesotho to Finland Mr. Harri
Mannila and his wifdrs.Sirpa Mannila visited Lesotho
in February 2016 and continuselitfamiliarisationith
| the country that he represents They presented a

- donation of MAMOOt 0 The Queé&rwmsb s
- Fund, and also exchangeesents with Her Majesty.

While in Maserthe LesothoHonorary Consuh Finlandalso visitedhe Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Relatiomghere he mehe ActingPrincipal Secretalrs.0 Ma t hvimmahesgthe Director
for Europe and the Americas Ms Itumeleng Rafutho, and the @oirsdlEboho Rakolgbelow left)

Mr. Manillgurtherexplored opportunities for development support and toursanenal places in the foothills
and the mountairerea®f Lesothgincluding women tapestry manufactucmgperatives1 Beregabove
right) and tourisattractionsuch agfri-skiandSani PassBothaBothe and Mokhotlordjstrictsrespectively.
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Promoting Business links in Finland

Paramente Phamotse, the Ambassador of Lesotho to Finland was invited to make a pres
OExploiting the Potential for the European Union Economic Partnership Agreement
Development Community to increasenttadd betRegions fro@m20I6h e Chai r per
Africa Society Mr. Matti Kinnuneabpve rigHacilitated the seminar where there wasaa
presentation from the Embassy of Ghana.

Below: Below are the Lesotho delegation Mr. Harri Manni@itdoy Consul and H.E.
Paramente Phamotse AmbassadorMatti Kinnunerand the delegatidrom the Embassy of
Ghana in Copenhagen andrtinorary Consuh FinlandMrs. Ulla Alanko
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Maintaining Political and Diplomatic Relations with other African  Embassies

The Embassy of Lesotho values the partnershlp and collaboration with othemMissicaisn Dublin

‘ in the pursuit of promotingAfrican
issues m Irelandand Europen the areas
of trade, developmentforeign direct
investmentemigration and thAfrican
diaspora The resident African missions
in Dublin are Egypt, Ethiopia, Kenya,
Lesotho, Morocco, Nigeria and South
Africa.
In the picture on the leftshows the
African Heads of Missioback to front
Mr. Willie van der Westhumemsellor
South Africa EmbassyH.E. Richard
Opembé&mbassador of KenyaH.E.
Paramente Phamatsabassador of
Lesotho Mr. Olusa@l IginlaCDA a.i.
Embassy ofNigeria;H.E. Soha Gendi
Ambassador of Egypt,E. Anas Khales
Ambassador of MorocandH.E. Lela
alem GebreyohannesAreb&ssador of
Ethiopia.

Right: The Ambassador of Kenya H.E. Richard Opembe | |
a courtesy call at the Lesotho Embassy a¥f pastorientation
and furthering diplomatic relations between the Missior
Lesotho and Kenya in Ireland.

Left: The Ambassadors of Ethiopia, Lesotho and Nigeria
participated in the Africa Day Lecture at Trinity College Dublin
in 2015.H.E. Mrs. Hizabeth Bolere Ketelded her ten as
Ambassador of Nigeria in Ireland in August 2015.
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Promoting Lesotho Trade and Business linksin Ireland

As part of promoting economic-gperation between Ireland and African countries, African Missiona based i
Dublin regularly visit Irish companies around the country to learn about their business models and encourag
them to establish busasdinks with the African countries such as Lesotho.

In June 2015 AfricaBmbassiesn

Ireland visitedMainstream Rei#a
Powerat their Irish premises i
Sandyford Dublin, to explore tF
investment interest of the company
wind and solar power in Africa. Tl
Lesotho Embassy was represente
the Third Secretary Mrs. Ling
Motsopa.

Left: African Embassies visitédfordable Buildi
Concept Internationainltbnagharin April 2015

With the company representative Mesmond
Cullinaneis H.E. Mr. Anas Khales, Ambassado!
Morocco; Mr. Nkhotha Machachamise, F
Secretary with the Lesotho Embassy; and H.E.
Elizabeth Ketebu, Nigerian Ambassador.

Right: The Ambassador of Lesotho met with 1
Managing Director @Gigma Wirelbis Tony Boyle
during the visit of African Heads of Mission to
company premises kinglas, Dublinn May 2015.
Sigma Wirelessdsenowned designer and supp
of wireless communication solutions for sect
and civilian purposes around the world, inclu:
Africa. Mr. Boyle is also a generous philanthrq %
who has in the past has extended a han
assistance to disadvantagedhrounities such a
that of the Semonkong area of Lesotho.

13
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Another Irish
power and
engineering
Company met by
African Embassies
waskFingleton, Whi
& Co. Pty Ltdh
August 2015 in
County Laois. The
discussions were
on the investment
opportunities in
renavable energy
on the African
contirent. The
African diplomats
metwith, among
othersthe founder
Managindirector
of the company
Mr. John Fingletor

p /

Below: In September 2015, the African Heads of Mission headed to Stamullen County M
visit a pharmzeutical packaging and processing companyh#liledunt HealthCaith
extensiverkswith AfricanmarketsThecompanyMD Mr. Pascal Keogh (back |lef)r. David
Geraghty (back rigegpdMs . Lor r ai ne OO0 OwtinthedAfricaif HOMaeforea || ef t ) me
guidedour of ther facility.

HEALTHCAR
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Action Ireland Trust Returned to Lesotho in 2016

The Irish NGO working out of Dublin Fingal Coumtgtion Ireland Tr{#sT), continued to support development

work in Lesotho in 2015 and prepared to return to Lesotho in 2016. With the Irish 1916 Rising Centenary
Commemoration and the Lesotho 50 Ykatspendence anniversary in mind, AIT with their support institutions

of Fingal County Council (FCC), Dublin Fire Departnitoyal College of Surgeons in Iregl@ndlin Airport
Authority,and Portmarnock Community Schpmpared for a large entouragdravel to Lesotho in February

In December 2015, the parents and students at PCS assembled to load a
container of goato be shipped to Lesotho (right). In JanRafBthe
Fingal Community converged at the Grand Hotel in Mafah@leind-
rasingGala Dinner for AIT trip td.esotho (below).

| —

Over and abovihe regular philanthropid
wor k at St J o Roeng,
and partnership work with Hlalele Hig
School in Maseru, the AIT team carri
out a grand celebratitor theirfiveyears §
of work in Lesotho, 50 years of Les@tls
independence and 100 Years of the |
Rising

The Dublin Airport Authority sponsored an Essay Competitiorihe diaries of students of rifoarnock
Community School who travelled to Lesotho. Among the winne@slav&@urtiDavisvhose essay is on the next
page.

Among the guests at the Photographic ExhibétiochrhabeBosiu,showcasing the partnership between Lesotho
and Ireland, werEhe MostReverend Archbishop Tlali Lerotholi, Deputy Minister of Educatiofraiming Hon.
Thabang KholumoTheir Majesties the King and the Queerand the CEO of Action Ireland Trust Mr. Fran
Whelanbelow).




@Dur Trip to Lesotho 6Essayby Orla Curtis -Davis of Portmarnock School

e left for Lesotho on the fifth of February It started off with morning mass, a completely
2016. As all forty students gathered at the different experience to mass in Ireland. The church

airport it still h a dves dillied withucanktanti joyous dinging and dagcind e
leaving home for two weeks and travelling hundreds and us students coul dndt h

of miles away to Lesotho in SarthAfrica. the whole thing.

4y The mass ended and
we got to interact and
chat to some of the

children who attended
the mass. They were all
. fascinated by us and
wantel to take lots of

pictures. It was such a

BN - lovely experience.
As families hugged and said their goodbyes | managed
not to tear up as | alked through the gates into ~ Next we walked up to St. Angela Cheshire Home for

security. disabled children, where we held a small concert. We
all sat in a circle and sang songs to each other,
Through London we fnally arrived safely in everyone eager to

Johannesburg where we had to wait around for a few join in.
hours to get our car hire sortéshd so began the
gruellingeighthour car journey which really felt like  Of courseour level
eight daysAfter two food stopsral getting through of singing is no
the headacheducing border control we eventually —competition to the FUs
made it into Maseru city. The welcome we received talent of those in thelis
was unbelievable as we were greeted by flags andCheshire Home, bu
songs and smiles all around. they didn

‘ everyone was happ
to get involved. It
was very heart
warming seeing the
children overcome
their disabilities and live such happy liVkes. day
erded on a high note, with everyone looking forward
to busy week ahead.

We had a early six a.m. start tedin theSurday, but

I didndt mind getting up to t
knowledge of the amazing activities that were

involved in the next few hours.
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Normally on a Monday morning it would take me go to a different
ages to drag myself out of bed, but it was no problem primary schooévery
for me this morning as | was so excited for the day and sing songs,
upcomi ng day. inglHa Hlalgle Higld d dance with them and
School for the first time. | had heard from previous g \ show them our
years about how amazing the welcome is, but nothing i nstrument s.
prepared me for what | was about to experience. have a chance to play

. wi t h them so
bring in balloons or
bubbles; it was so
touching to see how happy they are after receiving
something so simple.

In the afternoon gy
wedd go t
school to teach ho )
to play variouspEeEs .i;,.‘; j—
instruments. » L
Between all of us w¢ 2
taught guitar, ipno, e
violin, tin whistle
and the box drum. |
All the students were lined up on either side of our helped to teach guitar and | was amazed at how fast
cars, waving Irish and Leswtitags and cheering as  they could pick it up. They were great students and
we drove through. We gathered in their hall and the very eager to learn everything.
school choir blew us away with their incredible
singing as we did our best attempimthran na On Thursday we played a concert to one of the
bhFian primary schools, and athg h we knew we
the best, the cheers and applause we received was
There were wonderfgdeeches given by the principal  indescribable. As we made our way to leave we felt

N

\*?ﬁ |

of Ha Hlalele and owwn principal Ms Deeney. We like celebrities as all the _
fini shed the ceremony s ichildréenmag updois togiv( RSP e Rai
(Aruchacha) l ed by our asvugs Brrsimglynholdood < o Issy.

Again there was time to chat and get to know some hand. They would come uj ¥,
of the students wedd be tworuksi nagn dxwiaftrs
week and a half. friend?9 an
quite emotional that all the
Beforethe trip we were split into different groups  wanted was a friend. It w
doing different projects and | was put in the music so hard to say goodbye
group. We got to stand in aclassroomto listentowhatt hat was t he me we?o
a typical class in Lesotho sounded like. It was so be visiting that school, b
interesting to see the differences between students eventually it was time to g
Ireland and Lesotho. In Lesotho they really value their After the concert we got
education, understand its importance and love sneak peek of the ThaBasu stage where the
coming to school. Ask any student in Ireland and Cultural Day would be held that weekend.

theyol | tell you how much they hate going to schoc
After the class it was time to go home and sedend  As well as work throughout the day, in the evenings
an amazing first day. there is plenty of time for fun. On Wednesday we had

the Archbishop visit us for dinner where we also
The next three days went by without any trouble. performed some singing and dancing far hi
What the music group did was in the morning wedd

17



CO, Saturday saw the day of the highly anticipated The night endedwith everyone, students and
Cultural Day and Photography exhibition, teachers, sitting together outside and singing for
Sahich the King and Queen of Lesotho were hours until it was finally time for a late bedtime.
attending.
Tha morning we
travelled to
: ThabaBosiu
where we would
be staying the
night in these
beautiful huts.

Monday, the start
of a new week and
y the projects were
back in full swing.
The music group
were in the usual
routine of viging
primary schools
and teaching
instruments to the
secondary school.

- We only had a

| short amount of

time to have a
quick singing rehearsal before we had to get ready in
our formal wear and into our seats.

Wednesday was the last day for the projects and
everyone visited Ha Hlalele.

There was a concert ar |
| got to see my ow
guitar students perforn
which was absolutel
fantastic tosee how far \
they had come in just |
few days. Our school an
their school each too
turns  singing ang
The Ha Hlalele High School choir opened the event dancing for each othe
with their magnificent singing as the KingQueen but in the
arrived and tooltheir seats. Throughout the event join in as a little girl hag
there were many inspiring speeches given from our fallen asleep on my lap!
teachers, a few students and the King himself.

Then it was time for the annual soccer matcthwhi
| was lucky enough to be chosen to present flowersto we | ost 2. 1, but we di dnot
the Queen, while another student presented the poem Finally; t was ti me to go and |
60 We ar er ntoo SyttortleerKigBee goptd e 6 a dry eye in our car. It was so hard to say goodbye to
shake hands with them b oevenyone,respecially toisame af the studentstl hatd o |
never forget. gotten really close too.
We sang our songs for the crowd but we were also
entertained by local dancers, who performed
incredibly.
The celebrations continued on into the nigere
we had dinner with the King and Queen. There was
stage in the room we we
we all ended up, singing and dancing our hearts d
It was a night that | felt we really bonded and ca
together as a group.

18



Our last day
consisted of
travelling to Maleale =
Lodge to stay therqggss f “\

for our last night. It N A !{,ﬂﬁ
was a day of fun, we* = A
did pony trekking .
and even got to
participate in a loca g
reality show where
some of our dancer
were O6gue
some of our adultSe
wer et oguuet., ...

We finished the evening with a sing song around the
campfire. It was the perfect last day.

Travelling back went by much faster than the way
forward. After early missing both our flights it
seemed | i ke no time at
Dublin. It was only walking through the arrivals gate
when | realised how much | had missed my family.

a dlllagaib ia & heartbeatwe 6 d |

When | saw them for the first time in two weeks |
started to bawl my eyes out, but it was happy tears and
great to see them again.

Looking back now | caeasily say it was the best
experience of my |ife.
myself, about life and about a whole other country
and culture. The students and people of Lesotho
taught me so much about being grateful for the life
| 6ve been théedueatian, re€eive and | u e
opportunities that are available to me. You never see

a frown on anyoneds face i
happiest people youdll eve
fullest and | have learned so much from them.

I O\

The memories and neriehdships | have made on

the trip are some thatoll
so much more out of this experience than | ever

could have hoped for and | would go back and do it
anded back
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Partnering with Action Ireland Trus t and Fingal County Council for Spatial
Development in Lesotho

The Partnership between the Lesotho Ministry of Local Government and Chieftainship Affairs and the Finga
County Council in spatial planning continued to grow in 2015 and 2016. The parteadduit@xhe Irish

Planning Institute (IP1) and the Dublin Institute of Techng@dy. In 2015 the Chief Physical Plames.
OMasetori M>biktictdlarmekls.Mnea Mothamisited Ireland to participate in itternational
conference®n planning hosteoly The IPI The online mapping of Lesotho under #Maplesotho continued
through 2015 and 2016 with tRmrnock Community School through tbeMa p p i n grojecthtakingF ut u r
the lead to win the ditelandYoung Social Innoaiogsition.

#Maplesotho

Lesotho OSM Mapathon 16th January, 2015
Help us map Lesotho

7

County Hall,
Swords,
Fingal, If you answer YES,
‘ " Co. Dublin then #MapLesotho
,:.mwu.m with us!

WHERE? SOCIAL MEDIA FULL DETAILS
Dublin, Ireland #MapLesotho Seetheblog- maplesotho.wordpress.com

J-Jwgm ]

Maseru, Lesotho #OSM
#0OpenStreetMap
#HOTosm
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Lesotho Partnership with Regina Mundi College z Cork City

Regina Mundi College in Cork City has been a steadfast partner of Lesotho through their exchange programme with He
Names High School in Lesotho. H.E. Ambassador Pardhantetse and his spouse were ingt€brkin January

2016 for the inauguratioh the school building extension, garden and counffiaiatedby Minister Simon Coveney

TD. Among otheVIPsattending the occasioemsiocal TDs including the leadeFaingailMr. Michael MartifiD.

— N — ! i - ;‘:1

Above The school congregation and guest
were addressed by the school principal Dr
Mar garet OO0Donovan.

Right Top: Minister for Agriculture, Food
and the Marin®ir. Simon Coveney; Regina
Mundi Principal Dr Maegr et O36 Do
Lesotho Ambassador Mr. Paramente
Phamotse and Mrs. Moipone Phamotse.

Right Bottom: Dr O& Donovan
spouse; H.E. Mr. Gerry Gervin, former
ambassador of Ireland to Lesotho; and Mr.
and Mrs. Phamotse
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Introducing Lesotho to The Habitat for Humanity Group at The High School in
Dublin in 2016

The Embassy of Lesotho established contact with the High School in Rathgénughtheir Habitat for

HumanitZlub in 2016. In their preparation for a trip to Lesotho, the High School invited the Ambassador and
the First Secretary at th- - o
Lesotho Embassy tmake a . |
preserdtion about Lesotho tc -
the yearfive students and thei
teachersThe Principal of the
. School Mr. Andrew Forrest
and his staftvarmly receivec
Ambassador Paramente’
Phamotse (left) and th
Lesotho and lIrish flags wer
flying sideby-side above the
school building (right). :

After the presentation at the High Schbel Ambasador and the First Secretary Mrs. Esther Molemohi met
and had group photograph with the teachers and students of the Habitat for Humanity team (above) who wel
scheduled to travel to Lesotho in March 2016. A brief report illlein. Barryon their tp and their
experiences lresotho is on the next page.
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Report on the Trip to Lesotho from The High School by Habitat for Humanity by
Team-Leader Mr. Killian Barry

1
On Friday I'81arch, a group of 20 nervous but highly excited High SalecbisTtetenitsabatheady for the trip
they had spent the previous year fundraising and preparing for.

- Accompanied by five teachers, we flew via Ethioy
to Johannesburg, where we stayed for one night b
travelling to Lesotho. The kingdom efd_esotho i
beautiful, mountainous country. Landlocked by
. South Africa, it has the fifth lowest life expectanc
. and second highest AIDS rate in the world (one i
five adults living with AIDS). 60% of Basotho
people are living in extreme poverty. Once there,
woked hard for five days to finish two houses for tw
families in the village of Mathebe.

Though the work was hard, it was extremely rewarding, &
much from talking to the villagers and playing with the chilfe
the headquartéithe national partners of Team Hope tdilteoh
shoeboxes was also incregidyngyeand for many was ol
highlights of the trip. Our experience in Lesotho was ame

be forgotten by anyone on the team.

T —— ———m——
:\ .

-, Once wadhfinished work on the houses, we returned to So
¢ Africa, and once everyone had recovered from food poiso
: ;“ all managed to enjoy a trip to a safari angbtokhe water

£ Sun City. The trip had a hugely positive impact on even
= involved, andgsni ng up for next vy
¥ organisedtside of school) is something | would strongly ad

n
anyone to do.
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The Lesotho Embassy Facilitating Partnership between Maynooth University
and the National University of Lesotho in 2015

and Learning (CTLt) establistacooperation partnership with their counterpart at the Maynooth
University in County Kildare, Irelaimmd2015Dr LehlohonoloMohasiof the NUL CTLvisited
Maynooth where she was hosted by the Maybimdglrsity library.

T He Embassy of Lesotho facilitated Kational University of LesotliNUL) Centre for Teaching

Left: Professor Aidan Mulkeen,
VicePresidentand Registraat
Maynooth University and H.E.
Ambassador P. Phamotse caught
up with Dr Mohasi while she was
visitingthe Maynooth University
Libraryin September 2015

Below: Dr Mohasi and théesotho
Ambassador were given an extensive
tour of the Maynooth University
Library by the friendly library staff
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